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Tank Holding Corp.
$550 MILLION*

Myers Industries Inc.
$220.8 MILLION

Toter LLC
$180 MILLION*

Centro Inc.
- $170 MILLION*

Step2 Discovery LLC
$165 MILLION*

Little Tikes Co.
$155 MILLION*

Pelican Products Inc.
$125 MILLION*

Moeller Marine Products Inc.

$60 MILLION *

Den Hartog Industries Inc.

$55 MILLION

Con uence Outdoor
¥ $50 MILLION*
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Minnesota Diversi ed
invests $3.2M to add
PP sheet extrusion

By Catherine Kavanaugh
Plastics News Staff

ackaging producer Minne-
sota Diversi ed Industries
Inc. (MDI) invested $3.2 mil-
lion into a new extruder and
related upgrades that is expected to
create 75 new jobs over the next 10
years for the nonpro t social enter-
prise company.
Based in Minneapolis, MDI pro-
duces polyethylene and polypropyl-

ene boxes, totes and trays for the
medical, food, agriculture, logistics,
manufacturing, and warehouse and
distribution markets at manufactur-
ing plants in Grand Rapids, Hibbing
and Cohasset.

Founded in 1964 as an occupation-
al training center for high school
students with disabilities, the cen-
ter took its rst step into contract
manufacturing in 1973 after receiv-
ing work from a federal agency and
3M Co. The training center was
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A nonpro t manufacturer with
inclusive hiring practices expects
to create 75 jobs over 10 years
as a new polypropylene extruder
brings “tremendous opportunity.”
Minnesota Diversi ed Industries Inc. phot

renamed Minnesota Diversied In-
dustries in 1976 and has continued
to serve people with developmental
and physical challenges through in-
clusive hiring practices.

Annual sales are about $35 million
with accelerated growth over the
last several years into commercial
markets, MDI Sales Vice President
Barbara Majerus said in a phone
interview. The customer base now
includes many brand names and

See MD| Page 19
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Pregis to close Kent
plastic sheet foam p

By Frank Esposito
Plastics News Staff

Lack of a key raw material is leading Pregis Corp. to
close a plastic sheet foam plant in Kentucky in a move
that will eliminate 79 jobs.

The plant in Wurtland, Ky., makes Microfoam-brand
PP sheet foam. The plant is expected to close by the
end of the year, company of cials said in a WARN
(Worker Adjustment and Retraining Noti cation) led
with the state.

In a statement sent to Plastics News of cials with
Pregis in Deer eld, Ill., said that “the regretful decision
to close ... is due to the discontinuation of a key in-
gredient” needed to make the sheet foam, which is the
only product made at the site.

The company did not specify what the ingredient
was, saying “we are not at liberty to divulge informa-
tion on the supplier name or ingredient.”

“Despite exhaustive efforts to nd a suitable

See PregisPage 30

DOJ les charges in
ABC worker death

By Steve Toloken
Plastics News Staff

The U.S. Department of Justice led criminal charges
Aug. 15 against ABC Polymer Industries LLC, alleging
that the company broke the law in a 2017 incident in
which an employee was pulled into an unguarded ex-
trusion line and killed.

The department said in a statement that the Helena,
Ala.-based company had a “standard practice” of oper-
ating machinery with a guard in the up position, which
resulted in an employee reaching into the equipment
to clear a jam and getting pulled into spinning rollers.

“Despite knowing of numerous prior worker injuries
from using that machine without the safety guard en-
gaged, ABC Polymer assigned the victim to cut tangles
out of plastic sheeting from among the machine’s un-
guarded spinning rollers with a hand tool,” the DOJ
statement said. “The worker became entangled in the
spinning rollers and was killed.”

A lawyer for the company denied the govern-
ment’s complaint.

“Every employee death in an industrial accident
is a tragedy, but it is not always a crime,” said Erica

See ABCPage 27
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Atlanta — Altium Packaglng LLC, already a major player in
plastic bottle blow molding, is acquiring Plastic Industries Inc.,

a New Hampshire-based company with a network of nine plants
across the U.S.

Plastics Industries makes high density polyethylene and PET
bottles for applications including dairy, juice, water and drink -
able yogurt. The company also manufactures food containers
from 3.4 ounces to 5 quarts for foodservice and retail markets
for items such as dressings and sauces, marinades, condi -
ments, syrups, flavorings and vinegar. Other markets include
industrial chemical, health care and maple syrup.

The company’s Sugar Hill Containers unit makes distinctive
plastic maple syrup containers in a variety of sizes.

Plastics Industries has locations in Corona and Fresno, Calif.;
Hebron, Ky.; Janesville, Wis.; Mansfield, Texas; Newark, Del.;
Poland, Maine; Reading, Pa.; and Turners Falls, Mass.

Altium Packaging also acquired Andersen Plastics near Port -
land, Ore., the company said.

Altium, based in Atlanta, is the former Consolidated Con -
tainer Corp. The company is the fourth-largest blow molder in
North America, according to Plastics Newsdata, with annual es -
timated sales of $1.55 billion. The company had an estimated 63
locations prior to these latest deals, according to the ranking.

Buyer plans investment in Avient distributi§

Miami — Private equity firm HIG Capital has plans to grow
Avient Corp.’s distribution unit, which it is acquiring for $950
million in cash.

In a statement to Plastics News Robert Jang, managing di-
rector with Miami-based HIG. said the firm “is thrilled to be
investing in the preeminent distributor of thermoplastic and
thermoset resins and additives.”

“Looking ahead, we plan to accelerate investments in com -
mercial sales, technical support, operations and digital solu -
tions to drive further value for customers and supplier part -
ners,” he added.

The deal was announced Aug. 12. The business, one of North
America’s largest resin distributors, posted 2021 sales of $1.63
billion and distributes resin and compounds for 21 suppliers,
including Dow Inc., BASF SE and LyondellBasell Industries.

Market watchers told PN that Avient may have sold the unit
to HIG because, unlike a competitor, HIG doesn’t have any ex -
isting relationships with material suppliers that could be com -
plicated by combining two similar businesses.

Vixen Composites opens larger facility

Elkhart, Ind. — Vixen Composites has moved into a new,
larger facility in Elkhart.

Company officials said in a news release that the new location
can handle additional capacity for Elkhart-based Vixen'’s fiber -
glass-reinforced plastic (FRP). The new location covers 60,000
square feet, with both office space and warehouse facilities.

The location was chosen for its centralized location to the RV
industry, which has many companies with facilities in Elkhart.

“When looking for the new space ... we wanted to keep that
close connection with our customers in the RV industry,” Gen -
eral Manager Mark Brunner said.

Vixen was founded in 2010 and has been owned by RV prod -
ucts supplier Airxcel Inc. of Wichita, Kan., since 2016. Interest
in Vixen’s FRP and composite panels has steadily expanded in
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Salona Global buys molder DaMar Plas
Altium pulls off expansion with acquisitornasS deal for another ach|S|t|on In hand

By Sarah Kominek
Plastics News Staff

Salona Global Medical Device
Corp. will acquire injection and
blow molder DaMar Plastics Man -
ufacturing Inc. and also said it will
buy the rehabilitation and sport
medicine device assets of an un-
named company “as quickly as
possible.”

Salona plans “to retain the DaM -
ar staff and leadership as is,” Je -
thro Rothe-Kushel, vice president
of capital markets and nancial
communications at Salona, told
Plastics Newsin an email.

“We look forward to welcom -
ing the DaMar Plastics team into
the Salona Global family. Plas-
tics are an integral part of Salona
Global's current business,” Sa -
lona CEO Luke Faulstick said in
emailed statement. “Through
ical integration, we expect
this acquisition will continue to
improve our gross margins while
further expanding our customer
base, revenue streams and bot -
tom line.”

The medical
device assets
have “unaudit -
ed annual rev-
enues of $26
million with
gross margins
in excess of 30
percent,” an
Aug. 15 news

p release  said.
Faulstick El Cajon, Ca
lif.-based DaM-
ar Plastics,
which serves the medical and
consumer industries, has $6.38
million in annual sales, it said,
with 47 percent gross pro ts.

The acquisition of DaMar
“builds upon the [Salona’s] strat -
egy to create a fully integrated
global medical device company
and would add precision plastics
technology capabilities to the
company,” the release said.

“These deals together, if closed,
would increase our revenues by
over 60 percent, to over $80 mil -
lion a year, while maintaining
gross margins above 30 percent,”

Faulstick said in the release.

“We're intent on closing both
of these deals as quickly as we
can, and we are fortunate to have
managed our balance sheet such
that we don’t have a need for eq -
uity nancing to close them,” Sa -
lona Global Chairman Les Cross
said in the release. “We continue
to work to drive our ve engines
of revenue and prot growth
bringing more momentum to our
fast-growing company: acqui -
sitions, internal sales force re -
cruitment, product development,
in-licensing product IP and sales
distribution agreements.”

A letter of intent to acquire
the unnamed rehabilitation and
sports medicine device maker, an -
nounced at the same time as the
DaMar deal, did not specify what
processes that company may do.

“Between the cash on the bal -
ance sheet and debt nancing in
place from an existing U.S. lend-
er, SGMD has suf cient funds to
close both acquisitions without
any equity nancing,” the re -
lease said.

Global Supply adds injection
molding with Innovative Plastics

By Catherine Kavanaugh
Plastics News Staff

Campbell, Calif.-based Global
Supply LLC acquired the busi -
ness assets of Innovative Plastics,
which was in Murrieta, Calif., to
offer injection molding capabili -
ties for the rst time and support
the development of new and ex -
isting products.

Founded in 1987, Global Sup
ply manufactures and distrib -
utes electronic fasteners, inter -
connects, hardware, thermally
conductive materials, test and
measurement  equipment  for
customers that include original
equipment manufacturers and
contract manufacturers.

The Innovative Plastics acquisi -
tion is part of a strategic plan to
add new brands and manufactur -

Glubal Supply

ORLDWIDE SUPPLIER OF ELECTRONIC
Hnm:wnur FASTENERS & COMPOMNENTS

A

ing capability for electronic fas -
teners and interconnects, accord -
ing to Global Supply President
Lance Archer.

Through the purchase, Glob -
al Supply acquired multiple in -
jection molding machines with
clamping forces up to 90 tons;
hundreds of propriety injection
molds for electronic, electrical,
aerospace and utility products;
and intellectual property for spe -
cialty over-molding in the auto -
motive and utility industries, Ar -

cher said in an email.

No terms were disclosed.

Innovative Plastics was a small
manufacturer with distribution
through companies such as
Bossard and Bisco Industries. The
owner and founder will continue
as an adviser for operational and
technological requirements, Ar -
cher said.

Global Supply will use its new
injection molding capabilities to
add products to its TekNational

See Global SupplfPage 30

the RV community and specialized markets, officials said.
“With Airxcel’s support, we’'ve been able to invest in growth,
rather than scaling back, ensuring that in the future we're set
up to better meet the needs of our OEM customers and take
advantage of new opportunities as they arise,” Brunner said.
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Chicago — Core Industrial Partners LLC paused its acquisi - ASSEMBLY
tion tear long enough to announce Aug. 18 it is changing the I ——

MOLDERS RANKING

name of its CGI Manufacturing Holdings portfolio business to w
Cadrex Manufacturing Solutions. TOOL DESIGN
Core Industrial, a Chicago-based private equity firm, and TSNS —
) A FINISHING
Cadrex have purchased eight add-on companies in recent ——— —
years. The name change is designed to unify the units under CAD/CAM/CAE —

one brand that offers injection molding, computer numerical -
ly controlled machining, laser cutting, sheet metal fabrication
and fastener insertion, among other services.

Romeoville, lll.-based Cadrex’s markets include energy trans -
mission, medical information technology, aerospace and defense,
materials handling, electronic gaming and food production.

Cadrex’s most recent acquisition was injection molder Tene -
re Inc. of Dresser, Wis. 0
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RESOURCE RECYCLINGCONFERENCE

By Jim Johnson
Plastics News Staff

Austin, Texas — Improvements
at Evergreen Plastics Inc.’s River -
side, Calif., PET recycling facility
will allow for the wider use of
curbside collected material as the
company looks to expand the fa -
cility’s reach.

Former owner CarbonLite Hold -
ings LLC originally designed Ev -
ergreen’s plant to focus on the
ultra-clean PET stream created
through California’s bottle depos -
it scheme. But improvements at
the facility will allow Evergreen
to soon also accept and process

PET bottles sourced from out-
of-state curbside collection pro -
grams that typically contain more
contamination than bales created
from bottle deposit containers.

“Ninety-six percent, 97 percent of
what we're running there is Grade
A deposit bales. Occasionally if we
get really high-quality curbside we
can run it there. We just don't have
the redundancy built into the sys -
tem,” said Scott MacLaren, a part -
ner at private equity rm Sterling
Group, controlling shareholder of
the company.

California grades plastic bales
based on how the material is
sourced, with Grade A only in -

cluding bottles collected through
state-certi ed recyclers and con -
sidered the best available.

“It wasn’t us that built the plant.
Let's be clear about that. When we
bought the plant we had done the
analysis and wanted to upgrade
the front end. That's been our plan
from the very beginning,” MacLar -
en said at the Resource Recycling
Conference in Austin.

Evergreen acquired the River -
side plantin 2021 after CarbonLite
sought bankruptcy protection.

“We will be able to run selec -
tively some curbside bales there
because we do have a desire to
bring in some curbside if we can

the very beginning.”

from Arizona, from Nevada, from
Utah,” MaclLaren said. “We are
upgrading our entire front-end

system there. Everything prior to

wash will be upgraded.

“It's a pretty signi cant invest -
ment for us to do that. To run
curbside you need signi cant re -
dundancy in your system just be -
cause you have the contaminants.
It's a challenge, for sure,” he said.

Curbside collection chiey re -
lies on a single-stream recycling
approach where recyclables such
as plastics, glass, paper and metal
are commingled in one cart. That
approach makes it easier for resi -
dents to recycle, but it puts more
of a burden on material recovery
facilities that then have to sort
those materials. Cross-contam -
ination of recyclables is much
higher in bales created by MRFs
handling single-stream materials,
but the trade-off has been that
much more material gets diverted
from land Il disposal because of
consumer ease of use.

But Evergreen is familiar
with challenges created by sin -
gle-stream recycling systems as
the company also operates a re -
cently expanded PET recycling
plant in Ohio where there is no
beverage container deposit sys -
tem. The Clyde site, which recent -
ly underwent its own expansion,
sources PET bales from around
the country.

MacLaren explained that up -
grading the California plant to
be able to handle PET bales from
western states makes more sense
than transporting them to Ohio.

Evergreen also has PET recy-
cling plants in Albany, N.Y., and

It wasn't us that built the
plant. Let's be clear about
that. When we bought the plant
we had done the analysis and
wanted to upgrade the front
end. That's been our plan from

Scott MacLaren

Sterling Group

Ambherst, Nova Scotia, acquired
earlier this year that both rely on
bales from bottle deposit states.

Some 90 percent of Evergreen’s
overall output consists of pellets
and 9 percent is ake. The remain -
ing 1 percent includes both caps,
primarily made of high density
polyethylene, and labels that the
company sells to other processors.

The company also has desires
to expand beyond its current
footprint, but no decisions about
where have been made. “We have
this debate every day,” MacLaren
said. “We're just not sure where.”

An area where Evergreen sees
less potential to expand, he did
say, is the Southeast, where
much of the existing PET supply
is locked down by polyester ber
makers in both the textile and car -
pet industries.

Evergreen is so bullish on the
recycled PET because of state-lev-
el laws now requiring minimum
recycled content in packaging as
well as general market conditions.

“We see where the market is go -
ing to hit these minimum content
requirements. It's not just legis -
lation; it's also the brands. We're
seeing a legitimate desire from the
brands to increase recycled con -
tent. They get it. Consumers are
looking at their bottles; they are
looking at their packaging and are
making a choice,” MacLaren said.

“l think that only increases. |
think the brands think that only
increases and in order to get to
where they need to be, we're go -
ing to need more capacity in the
U.S., that's for sure. For us, we're
happy to be the player that can
help do that,” he said.

Chemical recycler: Recycling needs to prove viability

By Jim Johnson
Plastics News Staff

Austin, Texas — Eric Hartz
did not quite say it's time for
the chemical recycling sector
to put up or shut up. Not those
words, exactly.

But the president of Nexus
Circular LLC told the crowd at
the Resource Recycling Confer-
ence in Austin that the sector
needs to deliver on promises.

“We, the industry of advanced
recycling and speci cally pyrol -
ysis, we just have to deliver. We
have to perform,” he said during
an Aug. 16 conference session
exploring chemical recycling.

“The burden is on us to build
plants at scale that work. And
that’'s really what has to hap -
pen. | do think, unfortunately,
there’s a lot of news that floats
around this space. There’s a lot
of promises made,” he said.

And promises unfulfilled.

“l don't think there’s ill will. |
don'’t think it's malicious. | just

think they are hopeful. And we
need to break that pattern,”
Hartz said. That pattern has been
long on promises and short on
solutions over the years as those
who venture into the space dis -
cover the dif culties of actually
turning a pro t.

Pyrolysis uses heat and pres -
sure in the absence of oxygen to
convert used plastics into constit -
uent molecules that can be recon -
stituted again into plastics. Pyrol -
ysis, and not just for plastics, has
been around for decades.

Many companies have poured
millions of dollars into trying to
make the process practical and
profitable.

Nexus, Hartz said, has cracked
the code with its approach,
keeping costs down to the point
that he believes his company
will succeed even when the
chemical recycling output grows
to such a scale that commodity
pricing takes hold.

“The bottom line is there is a
price premium today. Why? Sup -

* Plastics Nevphoto
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* by Jim Johnson

ply is minuscule. Demand is enor -
mous,” Hartz told the crowd. “We
are not in a commodity market
right now. We are in a specialty
market. So prices re ect that. But
the other thing is there is very lit -
tle volume right now. So that dis -
parity can go away.”

Nexus has designed its ap-
proach “to make the high -
est-quality product to extract

—.J”rr\‘p_/_,.a..:v

the highest price. But we need to
be low-cost, long term. Because
if everyone succeeds at this in a
commodity world, the low-cost
player is who wins,” he said.

“Today there is a price differ -
ence, but it's all in the supply
and demand. We predict that
for quite some time there will
probably be this price dispari -
ty,” Hartz said.

Today there

is a price
difference, but it's

all in the supply and
demand. We predict
that for quite some
time there will
probably be this
price disparity.”

Eric Hartz
Nexus Circular LLC

The company already makes
what Hartz has called commer -
cial qualities of pyrolysis oil at a
plant in Atlanta that is then sold
to other companies that drop
it into their processes to make
new plastics. Nexus also recent -
ly unveiled separate plans with
Braskem and Dow to site other
pyrolysis locations in the Chica -
go area and Dallas.
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OSHA seeks $177K ne afte

By Steve Toloken

ignition situations.

facilities in Indiana, New Jersey,

worker burned at pac:kaging-l

Plastics News Staff

The Occupational Safety and
Health Administration is propos-
ing nes of $177,000 against plas-
tic packaging rm International
Cushioning Co. LLC, after a work-
er was hospitalized with serious
burns and investigators said the
company did not properly report
the incident.

In an Aug. 15 news release, OSHA
said it learned about the February
accident at the company’s Fre-
mont, Ohio, factory from the local
re department, and it publicly
questioned the company’s work-
place safety culture.

“This company must address
what appears to be a workplace
culture where employee safety is
not emphasized and workers are
exposed to serious injuries,” said
Todd Jensen, area director of OS-
HA's Toledo, Ohio, of ce.

In the Feb. 10 incident, the agen-
cy said a 25-year-old worker was
removing polyethylene foam from
an extrusion line when static dis-
charge ignited isobutane, a color-
less gas released during produc-
tion, and the heated foam melted
on the employee’s arm, causing
second-degree burns. The compa-
ny, based in Marlboro, N.J., did not
respond to a request for comment.

OSHA said its investigators found
25 violations of federal safety rules
in two separate inspections — one
in February for the incident and a
follow-up health inspection in ear-
ly March. Those alleged violations
include failing to report an injury
within 24 hours, as required, op-
erating machinery without safety
guards, not following lockout/tag-
out regulations and failing to prop-
erly train employees, OSHA said.

“A young worker might have
been spared these serious injuries
if International Cushioning Co.
met speci ¢ federal standards for
the safe operation of foam manu-
facturing equipment,” Jensen said
in a statement. “During our initial
inspection in Fremont, inspectors
found additional issues and iden-
tied more than two dozen viola-
tions and related hazards the com-
pany must address before other
employees are harmed.”

OSHA said it learned about the
accident in a referral from the lo-
cal re department “alleging re
hazards due to poor housekeeping
of combustibles and ammables.”
The agency said its inspectors
found that industrial fans posi-
tioned on the foam line were not
properly rated for use in hazard-
ous environments and the compa-
ny failed to provide workers with
spark-resistant hand tools for re

OSHA said its
investigators
found 25
violations of
federal safety
rules in two
separate
inspections.

International Cushioning also
failed to provide adequate person-
al protective equipment for work-
ers’ hands, arms and feet, OSHA
said. Additionally, the company
was cited for not having a hearing
conservation program or an emer-
gency action plan.

According to its website, Inter-
national Cushioning makes sev-
eral types of paper and plastic
packaging products, including PE
foam, polystyrene foam and loose
Il packaging, as well as expanded
polystyrene beads. The company
has manufacturing operations or

The World's No.1

Trade Fair for

Plastics and Rubber

North Carolina and Texas, accord-
ing to its website. OSHA said it
opened the Fremont facility in 2020.

These are not the rst violations
OSHA said it led against the Fre-
mont plant. Agency records show
that OSHA ned the Ohio opera-
tion $18,000 last year for violations
of regulations around re extin-
guishers, hazard communications,
general machinery standards and
lockout/tag-out after it opened an
investigation in June 2021 in re-
sponse to a complaint.

The company has 15 days to for-
mally respond to OSHA.

International Cushioning Co.'s Fremont plant.
Ohio Economic Development Association photo
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VIEWPOINT: HOLLEE KELLER

More Is the word on
rotational molding

hat's the word on
rotational molding?
More.

For rotomolders,
this year’s ranking research for
fiscal 2021 shows, well, more.
Like larger volumes and higher
prices. The average sales per
company is up 15 percent. Poly-
ethylene pricing was up 17.5
percent, contributing to materi-
al costs pass-through gains. The
total related sales for our 106
ranked firms is $2.9 billion, up
14 percent from last year.

Proprietary molding takes the
largest share, which is what we
expected, with 55 percent of the
total sales, rep-

resenting the
brands that
make prod-

ucts like tanks,
carts, toys, kay-
aks and play-
ground equip-
ment. Our 1999
ranking had
this group at 62
percent of the
total. Custom
molding  runs
close behind with 41 percent of
this ranking’s total sales.

Captive molding comes in at just
under 5 percent. This group rep-
resents those manufacturers who
rotomold a component or part of
their nished product, like ma-
chine housings. This is the most
dif cult sector to explore because
most rms don’t consider them-
selves rotomolders.

So, what'’s the biggest news?

Tank Holding Corp. acquired
Dutchland Plastics LLC earlier
this year, giving Tank the largest
dollar gain in our ranking.

Ranked at No. 4, Centro Inc. has
a new plant in lowa, expecting

Keller

ﬂfﬁ - ﬂmﬁﬂﬂ

Co what's
up with
rotational
moldfnql?

production to start next February.

Custom rotomolder Solar
Plastics LLC, which ranked at
No. 11, has started up produc-
tion in Monterrey, Mexico.

Who are our biggest movers?

Atlas Molding LLC of Leola,
Pa., moved up 28 spaces to rank
at No. 51.

CPI Products of Port Washing-
ton, Wis., moved up 25 spaces
to No. 60. The industrial molder
also holds our biggest percent-
age gain at 183.3 percent.

PW Aire Technologies of Olivet,

S.D., moved up 22 spaces to No. 54.

Redline Plastics LLC of Mani-
towoc, Wis., moved up 16 spac-
es to rank at No. 40.

Horizon Manufacturing Group

Just about
everything.

LLC of Lake Mills, Wis., moved
up 14 spaces to No. 26.

Johnson Outdoors Inc. of Ra-
cine, Wis., moved up 12 spaces
to No. 21.

EnviCor Enterprises LLC of
Smithfield, N.C., moved up 10
spaces to rank at No. 42.

GVL Polymers Inc. of Litch-
field, Minn., moved up 10 spaces
to rank at No. 50.

Diversi ed Plastics Inc. of Lat-
ta, S.C., moved up nine spaces to
No. 32.

Some 39 more rotational mold-
ers are included online as direc-
tory-only listings. While we don’t
have ranking data for these yet,
they are still added to our listings.

Make sure to check out our

website for the full listing, at
www.plasticsnews.com/roto-
molders. The data, as a spread-
sheet download, is available to
data-level subscribers. For de-
tails, send a note to research@
plasticsnews.com.

If you work for a company
that is missing from the ranking,
we would like to include you
next time. Just send a note to
Hollee Keller at hkeller@crain.
com or mail your information to
Plastics News, P.O. Box 790, Tall-
madge, Ohio, 44278.

Keller is the editorial research
coordinator for Plastics News and
author of the All Things Data blog.
Follow her on Twitter @holleekeller.

PERSPECTIVE

As ICE age ends, demand for EV

Maybe there was a time when
the auto industry had all the engi-
neers it needed. But if so, that was
a while ago.

The industry has been be-
moaning the shortage of engi-
neers at least since the dawn of
this century.

Automakers are remaking
product portfolios to load them
up with battery-powered elec-
tric vehicles that need new
components and materials. Sup-
pliers are perfecting catalogs of
new technologies for advanced
safety, automated driving and
connectivity. And to do all that,
they need engineers in disci-
plines that didn't used to be
critical, including mechatronics,
electrical and software — lots of
software engineers.

In Traverse City, Mich., this
month, at the Center for Auto-
motive Research’s annual Man-
agement Brie ng Seminars, it

didn’t take
much prompt-
ing to get ex-
ecutives to tell
us that they've
got unmet en-
gineer needs.
It's a source of
stress across
the industry.
The big
French sup-
plier Faurecia
completed
its $6 billion
takeover of
Hella in Janu-
ary, renaming
itself  Forvia.
Speaking to an
MBS audience,
Matt Myrand, Forvia's director
of advanced manufacturing and
supply chain, said it was no co-
incidence that Hella happened
to have hundreds of software

LINDSAY
CHAPPELLs
news editor
at Automotive
News

engineers on its payrolls.

Forvia now has 150,000 em-
ployees, including 2,600 soft-
ware engineers.

You win the poker hand, you
get all the other guy’s chips.

Ed Frutig, vice president of
business development at in-
ternational consulting firm Ri-
cardo, told us the issue isn't
merely “finding” engineers —
it's finding engineers who are
trained for EVs, batteries “and
even fuel cells.”

But the big engineering
schools are not yet meeting this
challenge, he said. “They’ve got
graduates coming through the
pipeline, but they’re not show-
ing up yet.”

Denso told us that it's at-
tempting to home-grow en-
gineers in additional fields
— reskilling its mechanical en-
gineers for the new era, said
Dan Ronayne, Denso’s director

engineers h

of engineering for powertrain.

“What we want are mechanical
engineers who also understand
the other side,” Ronayne told us.
“Things are still going to break
and we’ll still need mechanical
engineers to x things. But ev-
erything has a chip in it now,
and everything has software in
it now. We want them to be able
to x both parts.”

It will be interesting to see if
foreign nationals can bail out
the industry.

Over the past few decades, engi-
neers have come to the U.S. from
around the world — India, Paki-
stan, China, Mexico, Africa, Viet-
nam — to Il empty chairs at au-
tomotive companies. They often
came on a kind of visa that allowed
them to work at a skilled job and
stay for up to six years without
having to of cially immigrate.

That program was suspended

See PerspectivePage 30
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Some state lawmakers push

By Bridget Janis
Plastics News Staff

With four U.S. states passing
extended producer responsi-
bility laws for packaging and
plastics in the last year, some
lawmakers and advocates hope
those actions will build support
for a national approach.

On a recent webinar organized
by the Product Stewardship In-
stitute, several state legislators
closely involved in EPR policy
looked at laws that have passed in
Maine, Oregon, Colorado and Cal-
ifornia, and they pointed to what
could be next.

In Washington state, where pack-
aging EPR legislation was intro-
duced but did not pass, Sen. Mona
Das, D-Kent, sees the states that
are going rst
as setting stan-
dards for oth-
ers and edging
the U.S. toward
a national con-
versation. “It all
ties together, so
every state that
passes a plas-
tic bag bill or a
bottle bill or a
[foam] bill or an
EPR bill, even-
tually all states,
their national people are going to
want something uniform national-
ly,” she said. “That’s the goal.”

Boston-based PSI, which ad-
vocates for product stewardship
legislation in industries including
paint, electronics and mattresses,
said in a summary of the webinar
that it has seen EPR policies be
harmonized nationally in some in-
dustries but not in others.

“Through PSI's experience with
EPR in other product areas, we
have seen rsthand how nation-
al harmonization can stream-
line and simplify programs,” the
group said. “A great example of
this is paint where all 11 laws are
based on a similar model; a coun-
terexample is electronics, where
fragmentation has led to ineffec-
tive programs, although we are
working to update many of them.”

PSI said it does not yet see na-
tional harmonization around pack-
aging and plastics EPR, in part be-
cause different industries cannot
agree on a common approach and
because states have very different
recycling systems and needs.

In Maine and California, for ex-
ample, municipalities and com-
munity-run  programs  wanted
more of a reimbursement model
for their existing programs in the
EPR law, PSI said. But in Colorado,
with fewer locally run programs, a
different “full EPR approach” was
needed, PSI said.

Colorado State Rep. Lisa Cutter,
D-Jefferson, said she hopes that
lawmakers in different states can
coordinate to have some consis-
tency across the country.

“We're hoping to stay in connec-
tion with all of you pursuing poli-
cies in other states so that we can
do whatever we can, at the state
level, to be consistent for others
to follow along,” Cutter said, in
response to Das’ comments about
driving national laws.

One EPR bill for packaging has
been introduced in Congress,
as part of the Break Free From
Plastic Pollution Act, in 2020.

We saw an opportunity
through that zero-waste

committee to go from terrible,
terrible recycling systems to
really becoming a leader, a
regional leader in that area.”

Colorado State Representative

But that legislation has not ad-
vanced in Washington.

PSl said it has tried to build sup-
port for a more national approach
by working with the Flexible Pack-
aging Association in 2020 to de-
velop model EPR legislation, one

Lisa Cutter

of the rst times in the packaging
sector that an industry group for-
mally backed EPR.

Cutter said she considers it im-
portant that Colorado’s law, which
passed in May, includes a circular
economy development center.
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national EPR convel

“I think that's really important,
that goes hand in hand with our
extended producer responsibility
bill,” Cutter said. “We saw an op-
portunity through that zero-waste
committee to go from terrible,
terrible recycling systems to re-
ally becoming a leader, a regional
leader in that area.”

In Maine, which became the rst
state in the U.S. to pass a packaging
EPR law last year, one lawmaker
said it's also important for a more
national conversation about what
is recyclable and compostable.

“I do think it would be very ap-
propriate to have an overarching
set of standards that we could
work from,” said state Sen. Nicole
Grohoski, D-Ellsworth.

She told the webinar that Maine
legislation had support from
some industries and that proved
important to passing it.

“We were lucky there was a lot
of producers in the state who sup-
ported us,” Grohoski said. “Brew-
eries in particular, they have ex-
perience with our bottle bill; they
understood what it would mean
to be responsible for the rest of
their type of packaging.”

In Maryland, where legislation
is being considered, state Del.
Sara Love, D-Montgomery, said
it's important to build industry
backing. “Industry support was
really important and will continue
to be important as we move on,”
Love said.
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Tank maker Fortlev taps into
greener fuel for production
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Avi Brenmiller, president and CEO of Brenmiller Energy, left; Daniel Zonshine, ambassador of Israel in
Brazil; and Antonio Torres, CEO of Fortlev Solar, stand in front of Brenmilller's thermal energy storage
unit. Fortlev photo

By Catherine Kavanaugh
Plastics News Staff

Fortlev Industria e Comércio de
Plasticos LTDA, a water tank, pipe
and connectors producer based
in Anapolis, Brazil, is operating
the plastics industry’s rst facili -
ty using thermal energy instead of
natural gas to heat the air for its
rotational molding machines.

Crushed volcanic rocks are part
of a thermal energy storage (TES)
unit developed by Rosh Haayin,
Israel-based Brenmiller Energy to
serve as a zero-carbon alternative
for manufacturers.

The bGen-brand TES unit uses
biomass to heat crushed rocks
to more than 600°C (1,112°F) to

deliver hot air to the company’s
molding machines for polyeth -
ylene water storage tanks at its
headquarters site.

Fortlev’'s bGen unit is the rst
TES system in the world powered
by renewable energy for generat -
ing hot air for manufacturing plas -
tic products.

“The rocks are the storage media
used to store the heat. It is a type
of volcanic rock. The biomass, in
the form of wood pellets, is the
source of energy used to charge
the storage,” Brenmiller CEO Avi
Brenmiller said in an email.

Neither company is disclosing
the cost of the project, which re -
ceived direct funding and in-kind
donations from the Israel Innova -

tion Authority and the Brazilian
Agency for Industrial Research
and Innovation.

Founded in 1989, Fortlev pro -
duces tanks from 100 to 15,000
liters, PVC pipes and connections
for cold water applications, PVC
corrugated conduit and PVC roof
tiles at eight manufacturing facili -
ties in Brazil.

The company's products in -
clude industrial tanks for storing
chemicals and fuels in addition to
tanks for cisterns to store rainwa -
ter and potable water.

“Water tank manufacturing is
a batch process in terms of heat
consumption. So, a thermal ener -
gy storage technology which can
deliver changing amounts of heat

is a good match,” Fortlev CEO An-
tonio Torres said in an email.

The 1 MWh bGen unit’s crushed
rocks can store energy for days.
Then, when the company needs it,
the heat can be used to produce
clean steam, hot water or hot air
on demand to mold plastic.

The bGen units also can be used
to clean food, dry wood or com -
plete other industrial processes
using fossil fuels to generate heat.

By substituting biomass for
natural gas, Fortlev expects to
lower the fuel costs to heat the
air by more than 75 percent
and reduce the greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions associated with
heating the air by about 800 met -
ric tons per year.

Fortlev and Brenmiller Energy
of cials are in discussions to in -
stall 60 bGen units at the Anapo -
lis facility, which they say will
eliminate 48,000 metric tons of
GHG emissions per year. That's
equivalent to the GHG emissions
released by 10,500 gasoline-pow-
ered passenger vehicles driven
for one year.

The bGen units will be built
at Fortlev Solar, a distributor of
photovoltaic products based in
Espirito Santo, Brazil.

Fortlev Solar is another com -
pany founded by Torres, but it
doesn't share any management
and serves different markets.

Fortlev Solar will open a manu -
facturing factory to produce bGen
units for the Brazilian market. Tor -
res said the plan is to complete 60
units in less than a year and have
them operational in 2023.

The investment will help
Fortlev deliver quality water stor -
age products while respecting the
environment, Torres added.

“By helping Fortlev lower our
fuel expenses and decarbonize
one of our thermal manufacturing
processes, Brenmiller Energy’s
bGen technology is helping us re -
alize this goal and do well while
doing good,” Torres said.

Fortlev of cials will consider

expanding the use of the bGen
units to its seven other manufac -
turing facilities in Brazil.

By combining thermal storage,
heat exchange and steam genera-
tion, Brenmiller of cials said the
bGen technology provides energy
ef ciency, output stability and
scalability to decarbonize.

The technology also is exible
SO processors can use electrici -
ty from the grid, solar panels or
wind turbines with different ther -
mal sources of energy, such as
biomass, ue gas and recovered
heat, to charge the bGen units.

“Forward-thinking  industrial
companies like Fortlev want to de -
carbonize their thermal process -
es. But until recently, there have
been few, if any, reliable, cost-ef-
fective, long-lived solutions that
allow them to do so,” Avi Bren -
miller said. “Our bGen technology
enables these companies to start
using renewable energy resources
and waste heat to ef ciently pro -
duce clean steam, hot water and
hot air on demand, allowing them
to decarbonize their thermal pro -
cess — and in some cases, like
Fortlev, reduce their fuel costs
while doing so.”

The partnership was important
to support, according to Daniel
Zonshine, ambassador of Israel in
Brazil, who pointed to the Israel
Innovation Authority and Brazil -
ian research agency.

“It is inspiring to see this bina -
tional cooperation, where an inno -
vative Israeli company implement -
ed its groundbreaking technology
in a factory of a large Brazilian
company,” Zonshine said in a news
release. “This partnership has
great potential in the Brazilian en -
ergy storage market and beyond.”

In addition to generating hot
air to mold plastic, Brenmiller
of cials are working with Philip
Morris International in Romania,
Enel in Italy and other industrial
and utility customers to use its
TES technology to decarbonize a
range of processes.

Charter Next Generation buys OhIO Ims business

By Jim Johnson
Plastics News Staff

One plastic Im maker is grow -
ing while another one is getting
out of the business.

Charter Next Generation Inc.
is acquiring Polymer Film & Bag
Inc., the extrusion portion of Poly -
mer Packaging of Massillon, Ohio.

“PF&B is a perfect t for CNG
and will help us continue to out -
pace industry growth in the fu -
ture,” Charter Next Generation
CEO Kathy Bolhous said in a
statement.

Charter Next Generation said
Polymer Film & Bag brings some
“unique capabilities” that will al -
low the company to “expand into
new, attractive vertical markets.

“Polymer Film & Bag is a Safe
Quality Food (SQF) manufacturing

company serving industrial and
foodservice markets. Its state-
of-the-art coextrusion lines offer
superior quality, environmental -
ly responsible Ims featuring a
stronger but thinner design that
surpass the properties of thicker
conventional Ims,” Charter Next
Generation said.

Larry Lanham owns Polymer
Packaging and said he had a cou-
ple of key constituents in mind
while making the deal.

“As | considered divesting this
business, my primary concern
was to nd the best possible
home for my employees while
providing the best possible care
for our customers,” Lanham said
in a statement. “l immediately
thought of CNG, the preeminent
supplier in this marketplace, with
a reputation for delivering both.”

It was less than three years ago
that Lanham unveiled plans to en -
ter the extrusion business after
more than a decade of absence.

In an October 2019 Plastics
News story, the company said it
was spending more than $10 mil -
lion on new equipment and had
plans to start Im production
with a pair of three-layer, coextru -
sion lines made by Windméller &
Hélscher.

That move came after the com -
pany had been discussing growth
strategies in 2018 when a custom -
er asked if the rm would consid -
er manufacturing Im again. Poly -
mer Packaging had previously
entered the business in 2007 but
ran into headwinds caused by the
2008 economic crisis.

This is the second divestiture
for Polymer Packaging in just a

Charter Next Generation has acquired
Polymer Film & Bag and related assets
from Polymer Packaging Inc.

Charter Next Generation Inc. photo

matter of days.

Dazpak Flexible Packaging,
owned by private equity rm HIG
Capital, acquired the Inno-lok di -
vision of Polymer Packaging, the
company said in early August.
HIG also made a high-pro le ac -

quisiton on Aug. 12
when Avient Corp. an-
nounced that an afli -
ate of the private equity
group would pay $950
million for Avient's dis -
tribution business.

That deal was part
of an overall strategy
that also added Atlapac
Corp. of Columbus,
Ohio, to allow Dazpak
to strengthen its Mid -
west presence and
move beyond its core
markets in the West.

Charter Next Generation, based
in Milton, Wis., has grown in re -
cent years to become the No.
10 Im and sheet production in
North America with estimated
sales of $1 billion, according to an
annual list compiled by PN
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2022 ROTATIONAL MOLBERSING

Rotomolding sales Most recent Annual
(millions year’s total Number resin
Rank Company/ Top rotational Most recent | Previous | corp. sales | Rotomolding rotational throughput Secondary Primary
Parent company molding of cial year year (millions) | employees | Plants |machines | (million Ibs.) | Materials services end markets
1 Tank Holding Corp. Greg Wade $550¢F $420F $580 1,700 E 36F 162F N.A. 12,3456, 123456,78, 1,2345,6,7,8,9,
Lincoln, Neb. CEO 7,8,10 9,10 10,11,12,13,14,
Tank Holding Corp. includes the January acquisition of Dutchland Plastics LLC. 15,16,17,19,21
2 Myers Industries Inc. ® | Jack Welter $220.8 $164.3 $761.4 1,350 10 82 N.A. 123458 1,2,34,6,7,8,9, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
Akron, Ohio Business VP 10 10,11,12,13,14,
rotational molding 15,16,17,19
3 Toter LLC Henry Retamal $180°F $180F N.A. 500 3 10* N.A. 2,3 1,6,7,8,9 2,5,6,12,13,15
Statesville, N.C. President of oper-
Wastequip LLC ations, Wastequip
4 Centro Inc. Brian Olesen $170¢ $143F $143 1,100 9 40¢ 16¢ 1,3,5,8 1,2,3,4,7,8,10 2,4,7,8,9,10,12
North Liberty, lowa CEO & President  6/25/2022
5 Step2 Discovery LLC Douglas McBurney $165F $172.5 N.A. 820F 3 34E N.A. 2 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 1,2,56,7,8,11,12,
Streetsboro, Ohio COO 13,17
6 Little Tikes Co. Tom Fish $155¢ $148E N.A. 550F 1 16F N.A. 1,2 1,2,34,6,78,10 1,5,7,8,12,20
Hudson, Ohio Sr. director
MGA Entertainment Inc. | new business
development, LT
Molding Solutions
7 Pelican Products Inc. Phil Gyori $125¢ $115E N.A. N.A. 1 13 N.A. 2,38 1,2,3,45,6,7,8, 2,3,4,5,10,11,12,
Torrance, Calif. CEO & President 9,10 16,17,18
8 Moeller Marine Oliver Bahr $60E $50¢F $2,509 300 1 16F N.A. 2,58 1,2,3,6,7,8,9, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,12,
Products Inc. President, 10 13,14,21
Sparta, Tenn. Americas Dometic
Dometic Group AB" Group
9 Den Hartog Industries John Den Hartog $55 $45.7 $73.5 191 1 22 19.9 1,2,3578 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9, 2,7,8,9,12,14,21
Inc. CEO & President 10
Hospers, lowa
10 Con uence Outdoor Joe Ervin $50F $48F N.A. N.A. 1 F N.A. 2,3 1,2,3,5,6,7,89 7
Greenville, S.C. General manager
Pelican International Inc.
11 | Rhino Inc. Jennifer $45F $40 $45 150 E 1 7E 8E 123578 123789 2,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Maple Lake, Minn. Johanneck-Eystad 11,12,13,14,
President 16,17,18,19
11 | Solar Plastics LLC Sam Rosen $45EF $38 N.A. 395€ 3 17 8E 12,3458, 1,2345,6,78, 24,6,7,8,910,
Delano, Minn. President 10 9,10 12,17,18
13 | lowa Rotocast Plastics Greg Lewey $39E $35.5F $39 125¢ 2 N.A N.A. 2,3 1,2,5,6,7,8,9, 1,3,5,6,7,8,13
Inc. President 10
Decorah, lowa
14 | Laerdal Medical Corp. Neil Weber $38°F $33EF N.A. N.A. 1 8 0.3F 2 1,5,7,9 2,711
Wappingers Falls, N.Y. President
Laerdal Medical AS
14 | PlayPower Inc. Bryan Yeazel $38E $38E N.A. N.A. 2 15 N.A. 2 1,2,345,6,79, 7
Huntersville, N.C. CEO 10
14 | Poly Processing Co. LLC | Dixon Abell $38E $35¢F N.A. N.A. 3 1¥F N.A. 3,8 1,89 2,4,14
Monroe, La. President & owner
Abell Corp.
17 | Hedstrom Plastics LLC Allen Berg $35 $28 N.A. 145 2 23 8 1,2,3,4,5,7, 1,2,3,45,6,7,8, 1,4,5,6,7,8,11,13,
Ashland, Ohio General manager 8 9,10 15,16,17,18,20,
21
18 |RTS Cos. Inc. Graham Lobban $34F $30 N.A. 90¢ 2 15E 4.5F 2 1,2456,7810 2,3,56,7,8,12,13,
St. Clements, Ont. CEO & President 14,19
Roto Holdings Inc.
19 | Agri-Plastics Custom Darren VanBuuren $27 $33 $27 145 2 18 9.5 1,2,3,4 1,2,3,6,7,10 2,6,7,8,12,13,18,
Rotomolding CEO & President  8/31/2021 19
Sidney, Neb.
Agri-Plastics USA LLC
19 | Plasticraft Corp. Matthew Bushman $27 $23 N.A. 190 1 16 13 2,3,4,5,8, 1,2,34,6,78,10 1,2,35,6,7,8,9,10,
Darien, Wis. President 10 12,13,19,20,21
21 | Forté Products Bradley Robertson $25F $25 $50 120 & 2 10¢& 8.4E 1,2,3,8,10 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
Kansas City, Mo. President 10 11,12,13,16,17,
18,19
21 | GameTime Spencer Cheak $25F $25E N.A. 50¢F 1 6F N.A. 1,3 3 7

Fort Payne, Ala.
PlayCore Holdings Inc.

See key on page 14

Group president

Chart continues on page 11
Researcher: HOLLEE KELLE
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Rotomolding sales Most recent Annual
(millions year’s total Number resin
Rank Company/ Top rotational Most recent | Previous | corp. sales | Rotomolding rotational throughput Secondary Primary
Parent company molding of cial year year (millions) | employees | Plants |machines | (million Ibs.) | Materials services end markets

21 | Johnson Outdoors Inc. ® | Helen Johnson- $25EF $16E $751.7 250 E 1 40F N.A. 1,2,3 7 7

Racine, Wis. Leipold 10/1/2021
Chairman & CEO

24 | Seljan Co. Inc. Ken Bather $24 $22 N.A. 135E 1 9E 5E 2,3,4,7,8 1,2,45,6,78,9, 3,5,6,7,89,11,
Lake Mills, Wis. Vice president 8/31/2021 10 12,13,17

25 | Remcon Plastics Inc. Peter Connors $21F $20.5 N.A. 83F a 8F 6.5% 2,34589 136,7,8,10 2.8 512, F 18,
Reading, Pa. President 19

26 | Cellofoam North Tom LaGrassa $20F $20¢F N.A. 80F 3 9E 8E 2 1,2,7,8,10 2,7,13,14,15,16,
America Inc. President 17,21
Conyers, Ga.

26 | Horizon Manufacturing Ed Krausse $20 $13.5 $20 140 2 13 5 23,4578 1,2345,6,7,8, 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,
Group LLC CEO & President 9,10 12,13,17,18,21
Lake Mills, Wis.

28 | Accuform Polymers Patrick Renfro $19 $19 N.A. 100 2 7 25 1,2 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8, 2,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Inc. Owner 9,10 11,12,18
Warsaw, N.C.

28 | Premier O.E.M. James Nagy $19EF $17 $8,198 80 F 1 5= 3.2F 2,3,8,10 1,2,3,4,6,7,8,9, 6,7,18,21
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio President 10

Polaris Inc.

28 | Rotational Molding Michael Bruce $19F $19¢F $19 130¢ 1 9E 8E 1,2,3,4,8, 1,3,7,8,9,10 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,12,
Technologies Inc. President 10 14,16,17,18,19,21
New Paris, Ind.

28 | Simtek Fence Chris Vincent $19EF $178  $52,109 75 E 1 5= 7= 2,3 1,2,3,8,9 6,8
Orem, Utah Production

Cie. de Saint-Gobairf executive

32 | Diversi ed Plastics Tommy Wallace $18.9 $13.3 $18.9 80 2 14 5 2,3 1,2,3,7 2,3,5,7,9,12,13,
Inc. CEO & President 15,19,21
Latta, S.C.

33 | Simplay3 Co. Jim Miller $18F $15 $18 100 1 6 N.A. 2 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 1,8
Streetsboro, Ohio President

34 | Revolv Manufacturing Inc. Ardell Paulson $17.1 $16.5 N.A. 125 3 11 N.A. 1,2,3,5,8 2,3,6,7,10 1,2,5,6,7,8,9,12,
Brainerd, Minn. President 14,18,19,21

Stern Cos. Inc. . . . .
Revolv Manufacturing Inc. was previously listed as Stern Assembly Inc. dba Stern Rotomolding.

35 | Custom Roto-Mold LLC | Corey Claussen $17EF $16.9 $17 110 © 2 9E N.A. 12,3578 1,23456,7,8, 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
Benson, Minn. President 9,10 12

35 | Horsemen’s Pride Inc. Robert Miavitz $17 $16F $19.8 87 1 4 2.8 2 1,7 7,8
Streetsboro, Ohio President

37 | Fibertech Plastics LLC Brent Rasche $16E $15 $16 130 1 4E e 1,234 1,2,6,7,8,9,10 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,
Elberfeld, Ind. President 12,14,15,17,19,

21

38 | Sonoco Thermosafe Andrew Sinnen $15EF $15¢F $143 55E 1 3E 2¢ 3 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9, 5,12,20

Beecher, Il Sales director 10
Sonoco Products Co®
38 | Saeplast Americas Inc. Brian Gooding $15 $14 $5,590 N.A. 1 2 N.A. 2 N.A. &85

See key on page 14 Chart continues on page 12

St. John, N.B.
Rotovia

Managing director

Icelandic private equity funds Freyja and SIA IV and key management acquired Berry Global Group Inc.s rotational molding

business, Seeplast Americas Inc. The new brand will operate as Rotovia.

Crevent your proces
coming to a grinding halt

throughput and require minimal maintenance and downtime. Here’'s how :

= Double Cross Cutting Action — Reduces Jams
and Material Fines

= Adjustable Bed and Rotor Knives — Maintain
Constant Cutting Circle

= Safe, Easy Access to the Grinding Chamber—
for Improved Maintenance, Screen Changes
and Machine Cleanout

m Faster and Safer Knife Changes —

888.612.7774 | HerboldUSA.com | info @herboldusa.com

cess from

Size reduction is tough work that can push equipment to the extreme. At Herbold, we know that granulator
performance and durability is critical to your success. That's why we build our equipment to deliver maximum

= Replaceable Armor Plating Inside the Cutting Chamber
Adjustments Made in Jig Outside of Granulator

= Available Force Feed Mechanisms — Increase Throughput
by 50% - 80%, While Reducing Power Consumption

herbold
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2022 ROTATIONAL MOLBERSING

Rotomolding sales Most recent Annual
(millions year’s total Number resin
Rank Company/ Top rotational Most recent | Previous | corp. sales | Rotomolding rotational throughput Secondary Primary
Parent company molding of cial year year (millions) | employees | Plants |machines | (million Ibs.) | Materials services end markets
40 | Redline Plastics LLC Chuck Webster $14.5 $7.4 $25 175 1 6 5.2 1,2,3,4,5,6, 1,2,3,4,7,8,9, 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Manitowoc, Wis. CEO & owner 7,8 10 12,13,14,18,20,
21
41 | Aggressive Industries Tomm Berquist $14F $14F $14 80 2 11 5 2,35,7,8 1234578 8
Inc. President 8/31/2021
Minneapolis
42 | EnviCor Enterprises Steve Arnold $13.4 $8.5F $13.4 80 1 6 4 2,3 1,6,7,8,9,10 1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9,
LLC CEO & President 12,13,14,19,20
Smith eld, N.C.
43 | Rotoplast Inc. Sébastien $13E $12 $13 80 E 2 BF 1.5E 1,2,3,45,7, 2,4,6,7,8,10 2,3,5,6,7,9,10,
East Farnham, Quebec | Daudelin 3/31/2022 8,10 11,14
President
44 | Dakota Molding Inc. Brad Keller $12.5E $12F $12.5 60 E 1 5E N.A. 2,3,5,8 1,2,3,4,7,8,9, 2,12
Fargo, N.D. President 10
44 | Hastings Equity Brian Consbruck $12.5E $125¢ $18 50 & 1 iL= 1.1¢ 1,2,3 1,7,9,10 2,3,8,9,12
Manufacturing Co. Production mgr.
Hastings, Neb.
Dutton-Lainson Co.
46 | Jer-Den Plastics Inc. Jeff Stahl $12 $8.7 $12 75 1 5 0 2,3,8 1,2,4,5,6,7,8,9, 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,
St. Louis, Mich. President 10 12
46 | ShoreMaster LLC Don Hurley $12E $10F N.A. N.A. 1 7 N.A. 2,37 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,7,21
Fergus Falls, Minn. CEO
46 | Sterling Technologies Cary Quigley $12F $11 $12 115 ¢ 1 7E 3.5F 12,3457, 12578 2,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Inc. President 9/30/2022 8,10 12,13,15,18,19
Lake City, Pa.
49 | Inca Plastics Molding Howard Haigh $11.3 $7.9 $11.3 48 1 4 3.9 2 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,3,7,13
Co. Inc. President
Adelanto, Calif.
50 | GVL Polymers Inc. Allan Cronen $10.1 $7.4 $10.1 52 1 8 2 1,2,3,8 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,21
Litch eld, Minn. CEO
51 | Atlas Molding LLC Jeremy Henry $10 $8.5 $10 65 1 4 2.8 3 7 1,2,6,7,8
Leola, Pa. CEO
51 | Quality Holdings LLC Jeff Thomas $10¢F $10E N.A. 100¢ 1 7 N.A. 2,35 7,8,9 3,5,6,10,12
Hartwell, Ga. CEO & President
51 | Smak Plastics Inc. Jon Smalley $10F $10 $10 50 1 4E 245E 123578 1,2,3,6,7,8,9, 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Vancouver, Wash. President 10 12,13,14,16,17,
18,19,20
54 | PW Aire Technologies Darius Hofer $9.8 $9.8 $9.8 21 2 6 N.A. 1,2 1,2,3,7,8 2,13,19,20
PWA Solutions CEO
Olivet, S.D.
55 | Rotomold USA Don Hurley $9.5E $8E N.A. 24F 1 S 4.2E 2,38 1,2,45,6,7,89, 2,3,45,6,7,9,10,
Claremore, Okla. CEO 10 12,16,17,18,19
HydroHoist LLC
56 | Interpak Inc. Mark Shaw $9E $9E $9 N.A. 1 3E N.A. 2 1,2,10 512
Mentor, Ohio President
56 | Tennant Commercial Dave Huml $9E $8.5F  $1,090.8 N.A. 1 6 55 2,3 7,9 21
Holland, Mich. CEO & President
Tennant Co®
58 Formed Plastics Inc. Patrick Long $8.7 $8.7 $12 45 1 5 1.1 1,2,3,4,5,6, 1,2,3,45,6,7,8, 1,3,7,8910,11,12,
Carle Place, N.Y. President 8,9 9,10 13,14,15,16,18,19
59 | Ronco Plastics Inc. Raul Barajas $8.6 $6.3 $8.6 27 1 5 N.A. 1,2,3,4,8 7,10 2,3,7,8,13,14,16
- Tustin, Calif. President & owner
EZ 60 | CPI Products Eric Brill $8.5 $3E N.A. 60 1 5 N.A. 12,3 7,10 12
95 Port Washington, Wis. CEO
@
60 | Gator Cases Inc. Crystal Morris $8.5E $7.5E N.A. 29F 1 3E N.A. 2,3 1,7,8,9,10 6
Tampa, Fla. President
62 | AK Industries Inc. Rosalind Havens- $7.5F $7.5E N.A. 115E 1 5E 3.5E 2,3,8 1,2,7 1,2
Plymouth, Ind. Marshall
Plant manager
62 | Gregstrom Corp. Jeff DiDonato $7.5E $7.5E $10 50E 1 4E N.A. 12,3458 1,2,6,7,8,10 2,3,7,8,11,14,15
Woburn, Mass. President 12/1/2021
64 | Custom Roto-Molding Ed Willson $7E $7F $7 41F 1 6F 2.8F 3,8 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 2,6,7,8,9
Inc. President
Caldwell, Idaho
64 | Granger Plastics Co. Jim Cravens $7E $6.5E $7 30E 1 3E 2F 1,2,346,8 1,24,7,89,10 1,2,3,56,7,8,12,
Middletown, Ohio President 16,18
64 | R&R Technologies LLC Dave Hemmerling $7E $7F $7 50EF 1 7E 7 123457, 12345,6,78, 1,2,3,45,6,7,8,9,
Edinburgh, Ind. General manager 8,10 9,10 10,11,12,13,14,
17,18,19
67 | Entegris Inc. ® Bertrand Loy $6.5E $5.5E $2,299 N.A. 1 1 N.A. 2,3,8,9 1,2,4,7,8,9 2,4
Billerica, Mass. CEO & President
68 | Integrity Rotational Terry Stemple $6E $5.6 $6 48 E 1 4E 4E 2,3,8,10 1,2,45,6,7,89, 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,13,
Molding LLC VP & managing 10 14,17
Plain eld, Ind. partner

See key on page 14 Chart continues on page 13
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68 | Plasticom Inc. Craig Lobson $6°F $6°F N.A. N.A. 2 G5 N.A. 2,3 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 2,56,7,10,11,12,
Winnipeg, Manitoba CEO & President 15,17
68 | SPI Plastics Inc. Danielle Gamache- $6E $6E N.A. 40¢ 1 6F N.A. 2 1,2,3,7,8 1,7,8,9
Shallow Lake, Ontario Free
General manager
68 | Vista Plastic Solutions Ron Funk $6E $6E $12 65E 1 5= 2= N.A. N.A. N.A.
Inc. CEO
Winkler, Manitoba
72 | Miraplastek SA de CV Conchita Miranda $5.5F $5.1 $5.5 86 1 6F 1.8¢ 1,2,3,4,8 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9, 1,2,3,5,8,9,10,12,
Jesus Maria, CEO 10 13,14,15,17,19
Aguascalientes
73 | Akro-Plastics Dave Meier $5E G58 N.A. N.A. 1 ZF N.A. 1,2,3,8,10 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,3,6,7,8,12,13
Kent, Ohio General manager
U.S. Development Corp.
73 | Eger Products Inc. Dick Koebbe $58& $58 $10 40F 3 4E 1 1,2,3,4,8 1,2,6,7,8,10 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Amelia, Ohio President 11,12,13,18
73 | Koenders Mfg. 1997 Colin Tamme $5E $5E N.A. B85 1 4 N.A. 1 1,5,7,8,10 2,7,9,12,13
Ltd. General manager  9/30/2021
Englefeld, Saskatchewan
73 | Roto Solutions Inc. Ralph Kirkpatrick $5E $5E $5 30 1 6 N.A. 12,3578 1,7,8,10 1,2,4,5,6,8,13,14,
Ashland, Ohio Co-owner 17
73 | Unifuse LLC Scott Maier $5E $5E $5 10E 1 15¢& 0.5F 2 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,3,4,5,8,9,12,13,
Clintwood, Va. CEO & owner 14,15,16,17,18,19
78 | Michael Brothers Inc. Bill Michael $4.5F $4.5E $4.5 55 1 3 1 2,3,4,8,10 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,4,6,9,12,13,17,
Prescott, Ariz. President 19
78 | Rotomolding Inc. Bob Usher $4.5F $4.3F $4.5 ZE 1 5= i1L3= 1,2,3,5,8 2,3,7,8,9,10 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,
Little Falls, Minn. CEO & President 13,17,18,20
80 | Karcher North America Kevin Lytle $4E $4E $3,648.6 12F 1 2F 0.8¢ 2,3 1,2,3,5,7,8 2
Inc. Sr. production
Aurora, Colo. lead
Alfred Karcher GmbH &
Co. KG
80 | Ken Ross Inc. Daniel Ross $4 $3 $4 30 1 5 2 1,2,3 1,2,3,6,7,8,9, 7,8,21
Wylie, Texas President 10
80 | Rochester Rotational Cara Shambarger $4E $4 $4 15 1 2 1.6 1,2,3 3,6,7,8,9,10 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,12,
Molding Inc. Owner 14,18,19
Rochester, Ind.
80 | Smart Tech Products Don VonderBurg $4E $4E N.A. 12¢ 1 4& 0.7 1,2,3456, 12,356,789, 1,2,3,67,809,12,
Klamath Falls, Ore. CEO 7,8,10 10 21
80 | Zeebest Plastics of Derek Nielsen $4E $4E N.A. 20¢ 1 8F 0.5F 2,3 1,7,8,9,10 2,12
Canada Inc. Owner
Morinville, Alberta
85 | C-Pak Industries Inc. Candice Etchepare $3.6 $2.8 $3.6 25 1 3 0.5 12,3458 1,2,7,8,9,10 2,3,6,7,10,12,16,
San Bernardino, Calif. General manager 17,18
86 | Franklin Fueling Jay Walsh $3.5F $3E $1,662 N.A. 1 2 N.A. 3 7 12
Systems LLC President, fueling
Madison, Wis. systems
Franklin Electric Co.
Inc.®
87 | Endurequest Corp. Kenneth Dewing $3E $2.5E $3 18E 1 4E 1E 2,38 1,2,6,7,8,9 2,3,5,6,7,12,14
Porterville, Calif. Director
87 | Faribo Manufacturing Co. Tim Hoschette $3E $3E 3.0 30E 1 5E 0.6% 2,3,6,8 6,7,9,10 2,3,5,6,11,13,18
Faribault, Minn. President
87 | Kracor Inc. Ben Speciale $3E $3E $16,313 20 1 5= 2= 2,3,45,7,8 1,2,3,45,6,7,8, 2,3,6,7,8,9,12,13,
Milwaukee President, Yamaha 9,10 14,16,17,18,19
Yamaha Motor Co. Ltd® | Marine Group
90 | Scribner Plastics Inc. Rick Scribner $2.60 $2.60 2.6 20 1 N.A. N.A. 2,3,8 1,2,7,9,10 2,5,6,9,10,11,12,
Rancho Cordova, Calif. President 14,17,19
91 | E-Z Rotational Molder Pete Zalewski $2.5E $2.5E 25 7 1 2 N.A. 12,3478 1,25,6,7,8,10 1,2,3,6,7,8,9,11,
Inc. President 12,13,17,18
Elk Grove Village, Ill.
91 | Gemstar Anna Lee Cleary $2.5E $2.5F N.A. 108 1 2E 0.1F 1,2,3,5,8 1,2,4,6,7,8,9, 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Manufacturing Product manager  9/30/2021 10 11,12,16
Cannon Falls, Minn.
Gemini Inc.

See key on page 14

YOUR PROCESS
SOLUTIONS PROVIDER

SCREWS, BARRELS & VALVES

Chart continues on page 14

XALOY

Solutions through Innovation.™
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Parent company molding of cial year year (millions) | employees | Plants |machines | (million Ibs.) | Materials services end markets
91 | Rescraft Plastic Doug Cunningham $2.5 $2.5 $3 18 1 8 2 1,3,4,6,7,8, 1,2,5,6,7,8,9, 2,5,7,8
Products Inc. President 9/30/2021 10 10
Paris, Ontario
91 | Roto Plastics Corp. Joe Cabello $2.5E $2.5E $4.5 22E 1 6E 0.4E 2,3,7,8 1,2,5,7,8910 2,6,7,9,18
Adrian, Mich. President
91 | Trionic Corp. Santo Cannistra $2.5E $2.2E $2.5 12 1 1 N.A. 1,2,3,8 1,2,3,6,7,8,9, 1,2,3,5,6,7,8,9,
Port Washington, Wis. President 10 12,14,18,21
91 | Wes Industries Inc. Pierre Forgues $2.5F $2F $4.5 15F 1 2F 0.4F 1 1,10 2,7,17
Princeville, Quebec Product manager  4/30/2022
97 | Allied Resin Daniele La Posta $2E $2F N.A. 23F 1 = N.A. 3 3,5,6,7,10 6,7,8,12,17
Technologies LLC CEO
Leominster, Mass.
97 | Fusibond Piping Craig Krause $2F $2 N.A. 14F 1 5E 0.1F 3,4,9 1,7,8,9,10 12,14,15
Systems Inc. Operations mgr.
Downers Grove, lll.
97 | Three60 Roto Jeff Oelslager $2E $2E $2 20¢F 1 2E 0.8E 2,3,5,8 1,2,3,7,8,9,10 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,
Howell, Mich. CEO 11,12,13,17,20
97 | Watkins Manufacturing Vijaikrishna $2F $1.5¢ $8,375 7E 1 2E 2F 1,3,8 6,7 6
Corp. Teenarsipur
Vista, Calif. President
Masco. Corp.®)
101 | California Rotational Rene Ribbers $1.6 $1.5 $1.6 15 1 4 0.8 2,3,4,7,8 1,3,7,10 2,6,7,8,11,16,17,
Plastics Inc. President 9/30/2021 19,21
Oxnard, Calif.
102 |Century Plastics Ltd. Dale Moscovitch $1.5F $1.5 $1.5 10 1 3 N.A. 1,2 1,7 2,14
Richmond, B.C. President
103 | Quadel Industries Inc. Eric Luckman $1.3E $1.3F N.A. 30¢ 1 3E ©.7= 2,3,8 1,6,7 1,2,7,8,18
Coos Bay, Ore. President 10/31/2021
104 | Comdess Co. Inc. Samuel Mandich $1E $1E $1 14E 1 3E N.A. 1,2,3,6,7,8, 7,10 1,2,7,8,9,10,12,
Seville, Ohio President 10/31/2021 9 13,14,18
104 | Coon Manufacturing Inc. Anita Cox $1E $1E $2.3 15 1 4E 1E 2,3 1,3,8,9 6,7,13
Spickard, Mo. Owner 6/30/2022
106 | Anduran Inc. Richard Durrant $0.2E $0.2F N.A. 3F 1 N.A. 0.1F 2,3 1,7,8,9,10 2,6,13
Union, S.C. President 5/31/2021

T R e S T A i DGR A
RANKING KEY & NOTES ' T -

(P)=Publicly held N.A.=Not available

All information was provided by the companies, except where otherwise indicated.

*Midpoint of a company-provided range

**Company-provided estimate

EPlastics Newsand industry estimates. These gures were not provided by the company.

CURRENCY NOTE: All sales gures reported in foreign currencies have been converted to

U.S. dollars using the average annual exchange rate for the 12 months of each

company’s scal year. For Canadian rms with scal years corresponding to calendar year
2021, the following average annual rate was used: C$1=US$0.8.

=

All companies’ scal years correspond to calendar year 2021 unless otherwise noted.

»

Materials: & -
1 LDPE 3 HDPE 5 Nylon 7 PVC 9 Fluoropolymers
2 LLDPE 4 PP 6 PC 8 Cross-linked PE 10 Post-consumer
resin
Secondary services:
1 Part Design 4 SPC/SQC 8 Tool design
2 CAD/CAM/CAE 5 Painting 9 Tool building/repair
3 Prototyping/3D 6 Decorating 10 Finishing -
printing 7 Assembly v 3

Primary end markets: :
1 Toys 5 8 Lawn & garden 15 Medical waste
2 Tanks — agricultural/ 9 Nontank agricultural 16 Aerospace

industrial . applications 17 Automotive

3 Food-processing containers

4 DOT-approved containers

5 Pallets/skids/materials
handling 5

6 Consumer products

7 Recreational/sporting goods

10 Electrical/electronics
11 Medical furniture

12 Nontank industrial

applications
13 Refuse containers
14 Liquid waste

18 Government/defense

19 Highway safety

20 Other transportation
21 Marine
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Logo LicensePlaques/FramesEprint

Lauren Melesio | Sales Manager
Imelesio@crain.com | (212) 210-0707
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The following is an alphabetical index of all rotational molders in the ranking

The following is an alphabetical
index of all rotational molders in
the Plastics News ranking.

Page numbers are given for the
rms ranked in this issue; NR
represents rms for which no
ranking data was available. View
the complete list online at www.
plasticsnews.com/rotomolders.

Accuform Polymers Inc. 11
Aero Tec Laboratories Inc. NR
Aggressive Industries Inc. 12

Agri-Plastics Custom RotomoldingLO

AK Industries Inc. 12
Akro-Plastics 13
Allied Resin Technologies LLC 14
Anduran Inc. 14
Assmann Corp. of America NR
Atlas Molding LLC 12
Bailiff Enterprises Inc. NR
Bayhead Products Corp. NR
California Rotational Plastics Inc. 14
Cambro Manufacturing Co. NR
Carolina Waterworks Inc. NR
Cellofoam North America Inc. 11
Centro Inc. 10
Century Plastics Ltd. 14
Chase Industries Inc. NR
ClearWater Design NR
Comdess Co. Inc. 14
Con uence Outdoor 10
Container Components Inc. NR
Coon Manufacturing Inc. 14
C-Pak Industries Inc. 13
CPI Products 12
Custom Roto-Mold LLC 11
Custom Roto-Molding Inc. 12
Dakota Molding Inc. 12
Den Hartog Industries Inc. 10
Diversi ed Plastics Inc. 11
Dock Edge Inc. NR
Eger Products Inc. 13
Endurequest Corp. 13
Enpac Corp. NR
Entegris Inc. 12
EnviCor Enterprises LLC 12
Environmental Container

Systems Inc. NR
Everest Plastik Inc. NR
E-Z Rotational Molder Inc. 13
Faribo Manufacturing Co. 13
Fibertech Plastics LLC 11
Flexahopper Plastics Ltd. NR
Formed Plastics Inc. 12
Forté Products 10
Franklin Fueling Systems LLC 13
Fusibond Piping Systems Inc. 14
GameTime 10
Gator Cases Inc. 12
Gemstar Manufacturing 13
Go Plastics Inc. LLC NR
Granger Plastics Co. 12
Greer Tank and Welding Inc. NR
Gregstrom Corp. 12
GVL Polymers Inc. 12
Hastings Equity Mfg. Co. 12
Hedstrom Plastics LLC 10
Hendren Plastics Inc. NR
High Country Plastics Inc. NR
Hold-On Industries Inc. NR
Hoover Materials Handling

Group Inc. NR
Horizon Mfg. Group LLC 11
Horsemen'’s Pride Inc. 11
Igloo Products Corp. NR
Inca Plastics Molding Co. Inc. 12
Innovative Rotational

Molding Inc. NR
Integrity Rotational Molding LLC 12
Interpak Inc. 12
lowa Rotocast Plastics Inc. 10
Jer-Den Plastics Inc. 12
Johnson Outdoors Inc. 11
Kércher North America Inc. 13
Ken Ross Inc. 13
Koenders Mfg. 1997 Ltd. 13
Kracor Inc. 13

Laerdal Medical Corp. 10
Landscape Structures Inc. NR
Little Tikes Co. 10

MasonWays Indestructible

Plastics LLC NR
MBC Rotomould Inc. NR
Michael Brothers Inc. 13

Miraplastek SA de CV 13
Moeller Marine Products Inc. 10

Mondo Polymers Technologies Inc.NR

Myers Industries Inc. 10

Myton Industries Inc. NR
Nauticraft Corp. NR
Northwest Plastics Ltd. NR
Parker Plastics Inc. NR
Pasco Poly Tank Inc. NR

Peabody Engineering & Supply IncNR
Pelican Products Inc. 10

Plasticom Inc. 13
Plasticraft Corp. 10
PlayPower Inc. 10
Poly Processing Co. LLC 10
Premier O.E.M. 11
Premier Plastics Inc. NR
Pulse Plastic Products Inc. NR
PW Aire Technologies 12
Quadel Industries Inc. 14
Quality Holdings LLC 12
Quality Molded Plastics Ltd. NR
R&R Technologies LLC 12
Redline Plastics LLC 12
Remcon Plastics Inc. 11
Rescraft Plastic Products Inc. 14
Revolv Manufacturing Inc. 11
Rhino Inc. 10
RMB Products Inc. NR
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By Jeannie Reall
Plastics News Correspondent

A growing rotational molder
in North Carolina has invested
$1.4 million to add a manufac -
turing site in Sikeston, Mo.

The new EnviCor Enterpris -
es LLC operation, which began
production earlier this month
with one rotomolding machine,
is the company’s second plant.
EnviCor is hiring and training 25
workers to allow for three pro -
duction shifts, CEO Steve Arnold
said in an Aug. 15 email.

The new site in southeast
Missouri will be about 800
miles from EnviCor's home in
Smitheld, N.C. The leased,

cility gives the company its rst

tunities to gain new customers
and product markets.

Arnold said EnviCor chose
the site because it was avail -
able quickly and its location is
advantageous for distribution.

30

20,000-square-foot Sikeston fa

Midwest presence and oppor -

The company’s expansion is be -

40 s0 60

North Carolina rotomold
adding Missouri plant

ing fueled by customers’ growth
and “inbound opportunities.”

The